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1. ENTIRE TEXT. 


2 . CONDITIONS UNDER WHICH POLITICAL PRISONERS ARE HELD IN 
ARGENTINA CONTINUE TO BE OF SOME CONTROVERSY. HUMAN RIGHTS 
GROUPS AND RELATIVES OF THE DETAINEES CONTINUE TO COMPLAIN 
ABOUT PHYSICAL MISTREATMENT AND PSYCHOLOGICAL PRESSURES ON 
THE PRISONERS. 

3 . WE HAVE NOW HAD A CHANCE TO TALK TO 

jA MAN WITH EXPERIENCE 

BOTH IN THIS COUNTRY AND IN LATIN AMERICA. HE TELLS US THAT: 
--PRISON CONDITIONS HAVE IMPROVED MEASURABLY SINCE THE 
PRESIDENTIAL DECREE LAST MAY ON THE SUBJECT. ACCESS TO 
WORK, EXERCISE, VISITORS, MEDICAL CARE, BETTER FOOD ARE 
ALL AREAS IN WHICH THERE HAVE BEEN FAVORABLE DEVELOPMENTS. 

HE SAID THERE WERE STILL SOME MINOR PROBLEMS WHICH THE 

__~HAS FREQUENTLY RECEIVED REPORTS OF PHYSICAL 
ABUSE BY THE GUARDS. HOWEVER, ITS FOLLOW UP INTERVIEWS 
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JITH PRISONERS HAVE NOT SUBSTANTIATED THESE REPORTS. IT 
iEEMS THAT THEY WERE USUALLY NOT TRUE. THE LATEST 
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ACCUSATIONS CONCERN A GROUP OF PRISONERS AT CASEROS 
PRISON (_ 

_ 2 

-- THERE IS A CONTINUING PSYCHOLOGICAL PROBLEM IN THE 
PRISONS. PRISON GUARDS ARBITRARILY APPLY DISCIPLINARY 
MEASURES TO THE PRISONERS. RATHER THAN BEING A PLANNED 
PROGRAM OF HARASSMENT, HOWEVER, THE GUARDS' BEHAVIOR IS 
ROOTED IN MAJOR CLASS AND POLITICAL DIFFERENCES BETWEEN 
THE DETAINEES AND THEIR WARDERS. THE GUARDS HAVE AT THE 
MOST A RUDIMENTARY EDUCATION AND ARE POLITICALLY CON- 
SERVATIVE. THE DETAINEES ARE USUALLY UNIVERSITY GRUADUATES 
AND ARE POLITICALLY LEFTIST. AT BEST IT WOULD BE VERY 
DIFFICULT FOR ANY GOVERNMENT TO CONTROL THE WARDERS WHOSE 
NATURAL PROPENSITY IS TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THEIR 
AUTHORITY TO HUMILIATE AND PUNISH MEN WHOM THEY RESENT. 
--FINALLY WITH THE EXCEPTION OF THE GENERALLY POOR RELATIONSHIP 
BETWEEN THE GUARDS AND GUARDED, PRISON CONDITIONS 
FOR POLITICAL PRISONERS IN ARGENTINA ARE AT LEAST AS 
GOOD AS THAT FOR COMMON CRIMINALS. IN SOME CASES THEY 
*1AY EVEN BE BETTER; E.G. IN PROVINCIAL JAILS POLITICAL 
PRISONERS ARE GIVEN THE BEST QUARTERS. 

1 . COMMENT : £ . 


CHE REALIZATION ON THE PART OF MANY OF THE PRISONERS THAT 
[HEY WILL NOT SOON BE RELEASED ADDS TO THEIR PSYCHOLOGICAL 
5URDEN. 
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